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SUMMARY

New Paradigm of Lifelong Learning

Tae-joon, Park Yoo-me, Son Young-ryul, Choi
Yong-kook, Joo Hee-su, Lee

The purpose of this study is to bring forth ‘New Paradigm of Lifelong
Learning’ on the basis of the critical investigation into the historical
development process of lifelong learning and the actual condition and
demand of lifelong learning.

As representative international bodies of lifelong learning, UNESCO has
focused on lifelong learning from the aspect of the self-fulfillment while
OECD has placed an emphasis on the continual training of vocational
capability. Under the influence of these mainstreams, lifelong learning in
Korea has evolved from social education through lifelong education to
lifelong learning. As ‘The survey on the actual condition and demand of
lifelong learning’ indicates, lifelong learning at current stage presupposes
the dichotomy between school education and lifelong learning, fails to
encourage workers to various kinds of learning and can not produce
lifelong learning models reflecting local characteristics.

Careful attention to lifelong learning laws and systems of America,
Japan, Sweden and France as leading countries in this area, tells the
necessity of building partnership between organizations in charge of

lifelong learning practice, extending the concept of learning at work, and
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imposing the heavy responsibility to support employee's learning on
employer.

With these consideration, new paradigm of lifelong learning arises from
the unfailing belief that life in itself is learning. And it has three key
bases to carry out this belief into practice, which are school, enterprise
and local community. In new paradigm, school should be ‘lifelong
learning—friendly’ and universities should have strategies to get near to
adult learners. And enterprise should turn to ‘lifelong learning-enterprise’
which builds the infra to support worker's lifelong learning. Finally,
organizations in charge of lifelong learning practice should be in harmony
especially in policy-making and finance-handling and government should
turn over the imtiative to local communities. This desirably gives
expression to lifelong learning models reflecting local characteristics and

demand.
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