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SUMMARY

A Comprehensive Study of Vocational Education Curriculum

Jong-sung, Lee

This study has heen conducted to comprehensively examine the
curriculums of vocational schools, including vocational high schools and
junmior colleges and the ftraining criteria of vocational training
organizations, such as polytechnic colleges in order to grasp the actual
conditions of vocational education and training criteria, and to take
measures to solve the problems raised under those conditions. This
research employed the following methods: relevant literature and data
were analyzed to obtain an overall view of vocational education;
personnel and teachers from vocational high schools and junior colleges
were interviewed in order to examine vocational education in terms of
its operation and its problems; and expert meetings were held to
determine the direction of this study and explore ways to improve the
operation of vocational education curriculums.

To examine vocational education, this paper first outlines the
foundation of vocational education, the concept and features of vocational
curriculums, as well as information concerned with vocational training
criteria. Second, the section on changes in vocational education describes
the establishment of vocational training criteria, vocational training
criteria based on the Basic Vocational Training Act, criteria with the

introduction of employment insurance, and the current criteria of
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vocational ability development training in the order of the historical
changes in vocational training. Third, the vocational education model
section examines, first, various models like Kaufman & English’s,
Kenneke's and Lee Moo-geun’s models, all of which focus on the need
analysis and job analysis. Then, it takes a look at SCID (Systematic
Curriculum and Instructional Development), CBE (Competency Based
Education) and Front-End Analysis models, which take a systematic
approach. Fourth, the paper classifies methods in vocational education
development into development through job analysis, DACUM (Developing
a Curriculum) and Competency Based Education, and presents methods
and procedures for each development in detail. Fifth, for the operation of
vocational curriculums, it examines the operation status of curriculums in
vocational high schools as well as the attributes, goals, formations, unit
allotments, organization and operation guidelines of the 7th education
curriculum and "Dual System” curriculum of technical high schools. It
also examines the features and management conditions of independent
high schools, specialized high schools, and comprehensive high schools,
and overviews the curriculums of junior colleges, and the features and
trends in customized curriculums and articulation programs. Sixth, the
criteria of vocational training are taken into consideration in terms of the
current occupational standards system, and operation and development
system of vocational training criteria. Seventh, with teaching and
learning-related matters being interpreted as vocational education in a
broad sense, it outlines the development of vocational curriculums
according to their characteristics: for example, concept and selection of
teaching goals; concept, selection, and structure of learning contents; and
selection and development of teaching/learning methods and materials.
Fighth, it evaluates vocational curriculums categorized broadly into

assessments of vocational education, vocational curriculum assessment
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and teaching assessment, and examines the definition, goals, methods,
and procedures of each assessment. Ninth, it outlines the introduction,
transition, and operation of vocational curriculums and national technical
qualifications, and also looks at the relationship between vocational
education and the system of national technical qualifications.

Finally, for the improvement of vocational curriculums, this paper
presents measures to approach the academic foundation of vocational
curticulums, to improve the development of vocational curriculums (the
development of liberal vocational curriculums for primary schools and
junior high schools, and the development of curriculums for vocational
high schools and junior colleges), and to apply curriculums (the linkage
between school curriculums, criteria of vocational training and the
national technical qualification system, and the methods and procedures

of developing and improving vocational curriculums).
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