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SUMMARY

New Regional Development Policy and Related Plan
for Human Resources Development

Yu-Mi Son, Young-Kyoon Oh, Kyung-Hoon Koh,
Young-Seob Hyun, Mi-Sug Jin, Chang-Yong Song

In a knowledge-based society, talented individuals with creative
knowledge and skills are the key element that determines not only

individual but regional and national economic competitive power.

In order to increase regional self-sustainability for continuous national
development, a strategy for regional human resources development is

needed.

The recognition of the importance of regional human resources
development has emerged in policies that have been planned and visibly
executed. After attempting a trial policy implementation in 3 regions led
by the ministry of education for the first time in 2002, the central and
regional governments have collaboratively worked toward the creation of
policy infrastructure (e.g. designation of a Regional Human Resources

Development Support Center) and the revitalization of enterprises/businesses.
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There is general agreement that the human resources development
policies that have been implemented up to this point have shown some
progress in increasing the capacity for human resources development,
which is essential for sustained regional development. At the level of
regional governments, there has been valuable progress in policies as
evident in: Increases in human resources investments, establishment of
organizations and departments committed solely to issues of human
resources development, increases in the interest level of regional
government heads, and the creation of a space in which regional
stakeholders can discuss and strategize about the cultivation of and use of
human talent. However, there still remain numerous issues to be resolved

and new tasks to be accomplished for subsequent development.

In 2008, the start of President Lee Myung-Bak’s presidency and his
party taking office brought a new turning point. The system of equal
distribution of financial support to regional governments was transformed
in to a system of voluntary competition where regional governments must
actively apply/bid for funding. It is clear that the ultimate aim of this
foundational change in policy i1s not to simply rank the regional
governments, but to promote regional autonomy in strengthening capacity

for human resources development.

Additionally, following the government’s report "New Directions and
Strategy for Regional Development (2008.7.21),"follow-up reinforcements
that stress the strategic role of human resources development in regional
development are needed. While recognizing that regional competitive
strength will ultimately become national economic strength, throughl)
decentralization, 2) specialization, 3) cooperation and competition, and 4)

the actualization of 4 basic principles of the large economic blocs, a
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foundation from which all regions can jump-start their development will be
provided. Ultimately, wherever one lives, "Regions with guarantees of the

quality of life” will be formed.

Furthermore, the need for work on providing a new development plan
that takes into consideration new policy contexts based on the results of

current human resources development policy was mentioned.

According to solutions that were suggested based on careful analyses of
problems that emerged during the implementation of policies, a new
approach to finding ways in which regional HRD enterprises can contribute

to the strengthening of regional capacity is needed.

While it is predicted that the new ‘Economic Blocs” initiative will be
pursued, the discovery of a new policy plan that includes the mitiative as

well as a new direction and strategy for regional HRD policy is necessary.

The ultimate aim of the present study was to propose a mid-long term
development plan for regional HRD by outlining the changes in regional

development policy as well as the foundations of regional HRD policy.
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