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Summary

The Role and Tasks of Trade Unions for Workers’ Skills Development

Ahn-Kook Kim, Jeong-Wha Ahn

The intervention of Trade Unions for workers’ skills development may not only cure the
government failure but also be the remedy for polarization of income, which comes from
polarization of skill. Industry union can mediate the difference of interests, in which the
employers want to invest firm-specific skills but employees want to invest commonly
available skills like industry or occupational skills. In Korea, union organization rate is very
low and unions are organized by company level. Unions are not interested in skills
development of employees. In these situation, this article looks into the importancy of the
intervention of trade unions for workers’ skills development and how much effect unions
have in the education and training provided by companies. And this article searches the
methods by which unions could participate into employees’ skills development and suggests

government policies for the intervention of unions in skills development.

Key words: skills development, unions, agenda for skills development, the intervention of

unions into skills development
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