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Equity in Career Development of Students in South Korea

: The role of career education in school

Youngsun Lee, Gayeong Lee, Junghyun Kim, Minwook Lee (KRIVET)

This study focused on high school students’ disparities by the socio-economic gaps in
terms of career development competencies, and examined that career education in high
school could diminish the disparities by family background. We used the ordinary least
square model with the application of a school-fixed effect using the representative data
from the Korean Education and Employment Panel (KEEP). It was found that parents’
educational level was positively linked to high school students’ career development
competencies, while family income was not shown as statistically significant. Then, we
found that the impact of parents’ educational level on career development competencies
was lessened for students who have taken CTE classes in schools. In addition, for
students who are satisfied with the school career education the effect of parents’
educational level was diminished. Based on these findings, we discussed the role of
career education narrowing the gap in students’ career development by the parental

backgrounds.

Keywords: career education, career development competencies, education equity
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