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ABSTRACT

The impact of family background on children's

educational transition

Kyung-keun Kim (Korea University)

Soo-yong Byun (University of Minnesota)

This study examines the impact of family background on children’s transition from junior
high school to high school and from high school to college in South Korea. Attention is
also given to the role of children’s academic achievement as well as school characteristics
in the transition process. Using the first and second wave data from the Korean Education
and Employment Panel(KEEP), the authors find that parents’ socioeconomic status(SES) and
educational aspiration for children, children’s academic achievement and educational
aspiration play an important role in choosing types of high schools(ie., vocational high
school vs. academic high school), pursuing higher education(i.e, whether continuing
education at institutions of higher education or not), and choosing types of higher education
institutions(e.g., junior college vs. four year college). More specifically, the higher parents’
SES and educational aspiration for children, children’s academic achievement and educational
aspiration, the more likely children are to choose general high school over vocational high
school, to pursue higher education than not to pursue, and to enter four year college than
junior college. The authors also find that the higher parents’ SES and educational aspiration
for children, children’s academic achievement and educational aspiration, the more likely
children are to retry for the college examination in order to enter a better college than
either to enter a labor market or to attend a junior college. Interestingly, school mean SES
appears to increase the likelihood of such a tendency. Finally, it is important to note that

males are more likely than females to pursue higher education at a four year college.

Key words: family background, educational transition, educational stratification
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