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Abstract

The Impacts of Cooperative Education Programs in Vocational

High Schools on the Labor Market Outcomes

Kim, Ki Hun(Korea Institute for Youth Development)
Park, Young Shil(Sungkyunkwan University)

This examines the impacts of school-to-work programs in Korean vocational high
schools on the labor market outcomes. Expecially, we focus on cooperative education (co-op)
programs that are wide-spread in Korean vocational high schools. We analyze follow-up
data (2004-2005) from the Korean Education & Employment Panel (KEEP). The labor
market outcomes are measured by employment (vs. unemployment), full-time job (vs.
part-time job), large firm entrance (vs. small or midium firm) and matching job (vs.
mismatching job).

As a results, we fail to find positive effects of co—op programs on the outcomes for
high school graduates. High school graduates with co—op programs found no lower
unemployment and higher rates for full-time job, large firm entrance or matching job with
their major fields. Then, if students completed the whole programs of co-op, they were less
likely to be unemployed and more likely to enter a large firm than co-op drop-outs. And
participation in a co-op program of large firm was positively related to large firm entrance

in the first year after school.
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