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Abstract

This study aims to find whether this society has severe educational inequality in terms of
lost talent. The lost talent was measured both if a student’s expected educational level was
lowered and if a student failed to maintain his educational expectation in the highschool
selection during the period of 2004 base year and the 2005 first follow-up. Analyzing the
two waves of nationally representative panel data sets, KEEP, I found that students have
experienced a lot of changes in their educational expectation and their highschool selection.
There were 34.19% of change in their educational expectation; 21.76% were lowered and
13.18% were escalated. 22.3% of them have failed to keep their educational expectation. No
statistically significant outcomes were found in students’ educational expectation but their
maintenance of educational expectation by social groups. I found significant differences by
both household income and father’s educational level but by gender in their maintenance of
the expectation. These results reveal that this society has an apparent education inequality

in terms of lost talent.
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