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Abstract

An Analysis on Employment Preparation Behavior
of Adolescents and Their Career Expectations

- Focused on high school graduates -

Lee Je-kyung, Lee Sung-goo
HRD school of Korea University of Technology and education

Recently, due to changes in education policy and environment, the ratio of students who
go on to universities is rapidly increasing to 82.1% (as of 2005) which is very high even
among OECD member countries. Amid these changes in educational conditions, adolescents
who choose to pursue jobs after high school are having much difficulty in choosing their
career paths and getting employed. This study utilizes the second-year materials from

"Korea Education Employment Panel; (KEEP) and analyses employment preparation
behavior that the subjects of 573 high school graduates used in choosing their jobs and
their career path expectations in the future. The main contents are as below.

First, they mainly gather the information about jobs from and ask a favor to
acquaintances (582%), and concentrate on ‘acquiring licenses’ in preparation for
employment.

Secondly, the analysis on the scale of the company according to the preparation process
for employment shows that 39.3% of the subjects who have trained for a job interview get
a job with the company of more than 1,000 employees leading to the conclusion that
training for an interview is an important factor to get a job with a big company.

Thirdly, depending on the employment type, 63.3% of permanent employees and 48.8% of
temporary employees plan to go to the university. And adolescents from the mid-upper level
income family (more than 3,000,000 won) rather than those from the middle class family
(less than 2,990,000 won) are more interested in going to the university.

Fourthly, as to when they plan to apply for the university, as many as 31.9%
adolescents from low-level income family (less than 1,000,000 won) plan to go to the
university within one year from now reflecting the tendency of diplomaism in our society.

This study shows that 52% of high school graduates or college drop outs plan to go to
the university someday, and 40% of them will do within one year from now. Therefore, it
1s urgent to institute systematic support system of career guidance and employment for high

school graduates in career dead zone.

Keywords: employment preparation behavior, career expectations, employment for high

school graduates
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