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Abstract

This study reexamines Lee’s (2006) study, using an analysis of Hierarchical Linear Model
(HLM), to explore how structurally key family, student, and cultural background factors influence
parent expenditure on shadow education, focusing on the impact of sociopsychological factor. Of
key importance, this study highlights how prestige orientation shapes students’ uses of shadow
education with affected by the other factors such as family and student backgrounds.

Data were drawn from the 2004 Korean Education and Employment Panel, a nationally
representative survey of students, parents, teachers, and schools. Regression analyses were
conducted to measure the impact of prestige orientation on parent expenditure while controlling for
other salient variables such as parent income and education, students’ prior grades, school quality,
and school urbanicity.

Findings show that prestige orientation than any other modeled variable has more significant and
substantive effect on the use of shadow education, affected by family background. Though policies
have targeted the problems (e.g., increasing school quality and prohibiting that practice), this study
suggests that the roots of shadow education lie much deeper within South Korean culture.

The results of this study, therefore, indicates the difficulty faced by South Korean policy makers
attempting to mitigate the demand for private tutoring.

It recommends that South Korean policy makers approach shadow education matter from the
more comprehensive and long-term  perspective, instead of focusing on the short-term
countermeasures to mitigate the demand for shadow education. More viable policies may be those
aimed at offering competitive public alternatives to private tutoring. The study may also offer
insight about how to meet theoretical and practical challenges to formal schooling caused by the

growth of shadow education over the world.
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