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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to identify the trajectory of career maturity of students
who went on to the vocational highschool and to determine factors to influence it. To
achieve the purpose, the data related to vocational highschool students was analyzed
from the first to forth of KEEP (Korea Education and Employment Panel) by Latent
Growth Curve Model (LGM). Career maturity was a dependent variable, and independent
variables were selected including gender, part-time work experience, career decision,
dialogue with a family related to career, worry about career, self-concept, and career
experience activities such as lectures, guidance for the college/university and their
department. career exploration tests, internship, and career counseling. However, because
career maturity data of the second-year (the first-grade of highschool) was not
investigated, the first, third and forth-year KEEP data was analyzed. Therefore, career
maturity in the second-grade was fixed as zero and the selected variables were restricted
within that grade.

The results are reported as follows. First, the career maturity of vocational highschool
students had hardly changed from the third-grade of middle school to the second-grade
of highschool. Second, the career maturity in second-grade of highschool was influenced
by career decision, self-concept, and career experience activities as guidance for the
college/university and their department among independent variables, but change rate was
not influenced by them. Third, in cross-sectional analysis through regression, while about
35% of the career maturity in the third-grade of middle school and the second-grade of
highschool was explained by the selected variables, only about 18% of the career maturity
in the third-grade of highschool was explained by them. So, other variables influencing
on career maturity in the third-grade of highschool need to be identified and analyzed.
Based on the results and limitations of this study, some recommendations for future

researches were proposed.
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