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= Abstract =

Comparative Analysis of Intergenerational Social Mobility

Lee Jieun, Hwang Sungsu(KRIVET), Kim Moongil(KIHASA)

This study conducted a comparative analysis of intergenerational social mobility using
the data from the 2nd year(2005) of the Korean Education and Employment Panel Study
Wave I (KEEP1) for the cohorts of 3rd graders in middle school and 3rd graders in high
school, as well as the follow-up data from 2019. The study adopted the transition matrix
analysis method proposed by Kim Hee-sam(2009) to compare intergenerational social mobility.

First, the study compared intergenerational social mobility between fathers and sons(67
pairs for middle school 3rd graders in 2004 and 368 pairs for high school 3rd graders in
2004) and fathers and daughters(189 pairs for middle school 3rd graders in 2004 and 386
pairs for high school 3rd graders in 2004) during the time when KEEPI survey began
in 2004. While there were some differences in the rates and patterns of intergenerational
inheritance between the middle school and high school cohorts, it was determined that it
is too early to make intergenerational comparisons for the middle school cohort since
they had not yet established separate households as of the 2019 follow-up survey.

Next, the study examined how intergenerational social mobility had changed over the
course of 13 years by comparing the results of Kim Hee-sam’s research(2009), which
focused on the transition of the child generation to the labor market when they reached
their 30s in 2006, with the findings of this study, which focused on the -child
generation’s transition to the labor market when they reached their 30s in 2019. It was
observed that the rate of intergenerational inheritance for fathers and sons(435 pairs in
2019) had decreased by about 1-3 percentage points compared to fathers and sons in
2006(447 pairs). Additionally, for fathers and daughters, the rate of intergenerational
inheritance in terms of wages and income(525 pairs in 2019) had decreased by about 5
percentage points compared to fathers and daughters in 2006(494 pairs).

The results of the transition matrix analysis comparing intergenerational social mobility
between 2006 and 2019 indicated that there was a noticeable decline or no improvement
in social mobility. However, since both cohorts of child generation in 2006 and 2019
were still in their early 30s and had just established separate households, continuous

observation and further analysis are needed.

Key words: keep, intergenerational social mobility
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