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= Abstract =

The explorations on the antecedents of employment preferences of

university students

Hyondong Kim

The current study examines the effects of self-esteem of university students on their
employment preferences. This study also, examines interaction effects with the amount of
knowledge and information about future career planning. With the Korean education and
employment panel(keep) dataset 7th year from the Korea research institute vocational
education and training(KRIVET), the empirical results of the study show that self-esteem
predicts the employment preferences of university students. The amount of knowledge and
information about future career planning adds positive effects to the relationship between
self-esteem and its related employment preferences. As self-esteem may provide mixed
effects on employment preferences of university students, it is critical to consider varying
aspects of self-esteem in job search behaviors. Further, individual demographics provide
significant effects on employment preferences. Therefore, it is necessary to consider

individual demographics in dealing with employment of university students.

Key words: keep, self-esteem, future career planning, employment preferences
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