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= Abstract =

An Analysis on Social Mobility in Korea Using Korean Education

and Employment Panel data.

Sung Tai Kim* - Byung In Lim ** - Myoung Kyu Kim***

This paper analyzes social mobility in Korea using the Korean Education and Employment
Panel(KEEP) data set. Social mobility is defined to the movement of individuals or groups
in social standing. This study aims at analyzing social mobility by keeping track of sample
individuals from their birth dates to the dates of graduation from colleges via graduation
from high schools.

We analyze changes of social standings of sample individuals at three stages — birth stage,
high school graduation stage, and college graduation stage. We also examine the factors
determining social mobility between two stages in their lives. Our empirical analysis results
are such that the acquired factors such as individual efforts are more important than the
natural factors such as parents’ social standings in social mobility. More importantly and
interestingly, the better are intial social standings, the worse become final standings.

It is also shown that the KEEP data set may be utilized in studying social mobility.

Key words: social mobility, Korea, Korean Education and Employment Panel
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