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= Abstract =

Determinants of the Youths’ Employment Intention to SMEs

Hyun-Jin Jang (KRIVET)

The purpose of this study was to examine various factors in order to determine
youths’ employment intention to SMEs (small and medium enterprises) and predict the
influence of each determinant variable. To this end, the 5~9th years’ data of the KEEP
were used and logistic regression model was applied. According to the analysis, the
more job experiences youths have, and the lower expected salary youths have, the
higher probability of employment intention to SMEs they will have. In contrast, the
more preference for socially recognized jobs youths have, or the more evasion physical
labor youths have, or the more preference for academic suitability youths have, or the
more need for full-time and white-color jobs youths have, the lower the desire to be
employed by SMEs they will have. Suggestions for encouraging youths to work for
SMEs are as follows: First of all, for the young people to have right work values,
career education needs to be emphasized. Secondly, career and employment education in
schools and universities should not just only provide job information to students, but
also promote career development competencies to youths and extend its perspectives to
whole lifetime. Finally, SMEs’ relatively small wage levels, low working conditions,
weak career development system, etc. should be improved. Also, there should be good

promotion of decent SMEs for youths since youths can have a positive image to SMEs.

Key words: youth, small and medium enterprises, employment intention, employment

preference, determinants
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