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t p(0.10, * p{0.05, ** p(0.01, *** p(0.001.
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= Abstract =

The vocational high school graduates’ career choices and job

achievements

Kim Sunghoon(Ewha Womans University)

This article examines the factors that affect vocational high school graduates’ career
choices and job achievements using the 4th-9th waves of the Korea Education and
Employment Panel(KEEP). The results are as follows. First, reasons for entering
vacational high school affect vacational high school graduates’ going to college instead
of getting a job, and high school achievements, household income, and parents’
education levels affect high school graduates’ going to senior college instead of getting
a job. Compared to those who enter vocational high school because they want to get a
job after graduation or they like vocational high school, those who enter vocational high
school because of their low grades in the middle school or because of their plans to go
to college are more likely to go to college than they are likely to get a job. The
higher high school grades, household income, and parents’ education levels, the higher
the probability of going to senior college instead of getting a job. Second, the
achievements at the first job after the highest level of schooling are diversified. On the
one hand, wage levels of college graduates are higher than those of vocational high
school graduates, but on the other hand, major suitability of college graduates is lower
than that of vocational high school graduates, and skill suitability of senior college
graduates is lower than that of vocational high school graduates. There are no
differences between workplace satisfaction, probability of self-improvement, and education
suitability of college graduates and those of vocational high school graduates. These
results imply that on the one hand, college graduates earn more wages, the most
important objective job achievement for individual employees, but on the other hand,
they show neither higher subjective job achievements nor higher job achievements at the

social dimension than vocational high school graduates do.

Key words: vocational high school, junior college, senior college, job achievements
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