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Abstract

Stories of the ‘Qualification-Building’ Experiences

of Local Private College Job Seekers

Sukhee Jung

This paper describes the qualification-building experiences of local private college
job seekers placed in the most unfavorable position in the job market through a
narrative inquiry. Data were collected over eight months from March to November
2016, using conversations with two seniors in college. Data analysis was conducted
in a more holistic way than coding.

The stories of the two job seekers’ experiences indicate that they needed to be
highly qualified to recover their unfavorable educational background in the labor
market. They thought the best way to complement their weakness was to cultivate
their competency in English. So they went abroad to study English or participated in
overseas volunteering programs. They also received a high score in the TOEIC and
TOEIC Speaking test. In addition, they tried to become a customized employee to
meet business needs by attending job-related internship programs or various
competitions. The qualification-building had four meanings for research participants:
the last chance to overcome the fear of becoming a loser, the stepping stone to get
a job, the results of diligent college life, and the opportunity to be a good son or
daughter to their parents.

Key words: qualification-building, job preparation activities, local private college,

job seekers, narrative inquiry



